George and Deborah Standing

A Brief Histcry

George Standing was born May 29, 1830 at Battersea England,

on the Thames River. He was the son of John S3Standing II and
Martha Cheal Standing. They soon moved to Essex, and from

there to County Sussex, where John rented an 80 acre farm with

a small river running through 1t, with cattle in the meadows, -

a fine place for children to play. George's Mother died there,
leaving her husband with seven chlldren,the youngest being twins
a few days o0ld. George's father remarried, and had ten more
children .

While still a young boy, George went to live wlth his uncle
John Cheal at Crawley, where he helped his uncle in the general
store, and received some schoolinh from him. He enjoyed long
morning walks with his Uncle John through the countryside, his
beloved dog trotting at his side. When he was eleven, he was
gsent to a boarding school at Croyden, then ten miles from
London. The puplils numbered 80 boys and 60 girls, with almost
no communication allowed between the sexes. When 13% he
returned to John Cheal's home and helped him in the store for
a two year period. Then he was apprenticed to John Harniman,
& atorekeeper at Newport in the Isle of Wight, and became an
expert tea taster. Later he owned a store at Leigh .

While George was living with his Uncle John Cheal he met

Deborah Fox, the young half-slister of Mary Fox, who became

John Cheal's second wife. George and Deborah became much inter-
ested in each other. After his business at Leigh was well started
they were married at Dewsbury Friends Meetinghouse on Eleventh
Month 22nd. 1855. -

Deborah Fox, daughter of David and Rebecca Payne Fox, was born
in Dewsbury Agust 23, 1832, David Fox had been raised a
Methodlist, but was a convinced Friend. He loved music and he
played the cello, but knowing Friends disapproved of music he
felt he should give up the cello. Feelling 1t would be wrong
to sell it or give 1t to ancther person, he buried it . A
play based on thils incident and called "The Quaker's Cello',
was written in 1933 by Clifford Bax. David Fox had fifteen
children, Deborah being a child of his second wife .,

George and Deborah had about fifteen years of happy domestlc
life at Lelgh. Then George became interested in emigrating

to America. Some of the Standing and Fox relatives had already
gone to seek theilr fortunes in the new land. George felt it
might be a better place to raise a family. Planning to move

to America, George sold his store to James Whitehead. Then

the family went to visit relatives and friends in southern
England, who persuaded them to give up the idea of emigrating.
For a period of about flve years they were engaged in business
at Readhlll and Ashton. Still George was drawn to America,and
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they prepared for the voyvage. On February 8, 1870, Georze and
Deborah and their five sons, Henry, Ernest, George, Charles and
Alfred salled for the United States on the ship Idaho,

(A daughter, Edith Rebecca, was born in 1864 and died in 1866,)

The sea was rough for thelr voyage, but they had favorable
winds, so they made the trip 1n slightly under two weeks.
Deborah's brother, 3amuel Fox, met the travelers at New York
Harbor, and after thelr goods were put through customs and
stored, they accompanied him home to Brocklyn.

Elihu Burritt of Birmingham, England, a leader in the peace
cause,had given George letters of introduction to Friends at
Burlington, New Jersey. The Friends there were very kind to
the newcomers, but after investigating possibilities they
declded that a homestead in that part of the country would be
beyond thelr means. After a few days spent there they departed
by trailn for Muscatine, Iowa. George had a brother, Alfred J.
living there at this time. The family was kindly entertained
for two weeks in the Daniel Johnson home. Then they stayed
with the Watson Peasley family, for whom George worked on the
farm diaring the summer,

In the fall of 1870, having heard that a farm might be avallable
In the EKarlham Quaker Community, George set out from Muscatine
for Earlham, walking most of the 200 miles. He bought an 80
acre farm four four miles northeast of Earlham for 55.00 an acre.
He engaged a carpenter, Lindley Bufkin, to build a house for

the family to be ready at a certain time . Then he returned

to Muscatine to prepare to move his family and goods. He
bought three horses, two cows and a wagon. dJesse Coller, vwho
wasg on his way to Cass County, agreed to take a locad of the
Standing's goods on his wagon. Due to muddy roads, reluctant
cows, the illness of Deborah, etc. the jJjourney tcok two weeks.
When they arrived they found, to their dlsappointment, that
thelr house was not completed, so they had to stay with neigh-
bors for a while.

Earlham was then a new town. The Rock Island railroad came
wegt from Des Moines in 1869, During the seventies great
quantities of corn were shipped out of Earlham, but after 1880
more of the corn was fed to livestock locally. :

The land had to be cleared of young trees before it could be
plowed. George tried to plow a little ground that fall, but
found it could not be done with a regular sod plow pulled by
two horses. He became very discouraged. He arranged wlth a
nelghbor, Jesse Hadley, to break gome ground for him the next
spring, and he also bought four acres of corn in the field
from Jesse for lmmediate use. He and the boys harvested this
corn and stored it in theilr living room for lack of a crib.
They bullt a rough pole shelter with slough grass roof for
the livestock. This gtructure served for several years, but
they almost lost this "barn" in a prairie fire soon after it
wag bullt., The family had Jjust returned from Meeting and bullt
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up the fire when a bigz wind came up which blew sparks from the
chimney, getting the pralrie grags afire. There was much excit-
ment when the fire was discovered. Nelghbors socon came to help
fight the fire, and all working together, they got 1t under
control before much damage was dcne .,

To plant their first crops of corn and beans (187!) they
chopped a gerles of holesg in the plowed sod wilith an axe and
dropped in the seed by hand. Algo that year they ralsed gsome
sorghum cane, turnlps and potatoes. They grew very tired cf
the steady dlet of beans and cormbread. In those days wheat
was the most important crop in Iowa and there were many mills
on the rivers for grinding flour. The nearest mill to the
Standing settlement was Mitchell's Mill, where a sawmill was
algso located . In 1872, the family raised ten or fifteen acres
of wheat, which yielded a fair c¢crop, and the wheat was a very
welcome addition to their diet. It was a great event when
Jake Craven drove in with his threshing machine, George was
a guccessful hog raiser. One year they had a bumper crop of
potatoes, some of which they cooked and fed to the hogs.

The pastures were not fenced in those days, so the horses and
cattle roamed at large. The boys of the family had to round
up the stock and bring them home at night., One of the cows
wore a bell, so she could be located by its tinkle. The
buillding of field fences was a necessary skill which they
learned early .

On November 21, 1872, Josiah was born, the only native American
of the six brothers. He 13 the only one surviving in thils year
1970, very frail, tenderly cared for by his family, and much
beloved by his nephews and nieces .

The three older Standing boys attended school at East Grove
Meetinghouse during the winter of 1871-2 . Abner Newlln and
Henry Standing were the most advanced scholars. Scme of the
boys also attended the public school at East Grove, which stood
south of the house now occupied by the Clifford Rater family.
For two or three years Henry taught his younger brothers at
home, or if he was otherwise occupied, Gecrge taught his sons.
They had regular hours of the day reserved for school.

George and Deborah Standing were much interested in providing

a good education for their own family and for their friends.

The elementary Meeting school began in thelr home. Then a
schoolhouse was buillt on the Newlin farm in 1892, They were
active in starting a boarding school, held at North Branch
Meetinghouse, which ran for only a short time. Later they
helped support the Stavanger boarding school near Le Grand,lowa,

In 1873 George and his bows planted an orchard of 100 apple
trees, John Frederick Hanson, a neighbor (who lived on the
place later owned by George E. Standing) helped them to select
sultable varieties. They also planted a row of maple trees
north of the orchard and a row od Lombardy poplars on the west.
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rrevious to thelr cozin~, 2n o0ld sta-e cozach road to Council
Sluffs vassed throush thelr vloce vwhere the frove wags later
nlanted, Zands of ‘‘ezqualtle Indizns occasionally camped in
the 2rec east of the 3tandiac farm. They used to come to the
house becring for flour, »orz, esrss and chlckens,

ioon after crriving in the community, the 3tanding fa2mily began
attending Friends Heeting held in the Tast Crove (eeting House,
They 1lized thils meeting, held mostly on the hasis of silence.
"embers included the followling families : Zdward Hadleys, John
7+ Hansons, Jesper Hadleys, Isaac Smitha, Ruth lewlins, iLqulla
Yewling, '1lliar Tamseys, Lindley Tui%ins, jordecal Davidsons,
Georce Coodens, and the 3tandincs. Jasner Hedley would —o

each week to the Standing home, vwhere he and Deborsh made plans
for the next sessions of the First Day School held in connection
with the Zast Crove eeting. Deborsh was the teacher of the
adult clcss . John F, Hanson was one of the leaders in this
teetins. '"Then he went on a nrotracted visit to iiorway, other
zenbers of the meetin~ were instrumental in having East Crove
1213 dovm, z2iter which nost of the members then attended Zear
Treer T eeting .

After the gsenaratlion of 1377, the Conservative Friends :ceeting
vvas established, 2nd Ceorre and Deborah and famlly becazne
nenbers there . They were very concerned loyal nembers oi the
Jociety of Friends, fzithifully marticipating in local, Juarterly
end Yeerly reetinrs. For @ nmunber of years neetincs were held
in 2 remodeled dwellins house near Zear Creer cenetary. lbout
1902 a new wueetins house was bullt nearby.

Georre Ttanding remained a subjlect of the British Crowvm 2ll
nils life. He did becin the vrocess of securing his naturallze
ation nansrs, but did not feel free to sign the required state-
nent renouncing all alleriance to his former country. (This
statement wes later modified) However he encouraced his sSons
to become Unlted States Ciltlzens. EHe wes always interested 1n
events hanneninc in this country, also in international
relﬁiions, end immerted this feellnz of responsible cltizenshlp
to his sons .

Jebora 3tanding zdjusted well to the change from city 1life in
nclend to becomins o nioneer ferm wilfe in Iowa, She learnad
to nreserve the wlld irults iound here-- plurs, strawberries
rooscherries, crabapnles ., The whole farily cooverated 1in

the household tasks, Teor~e and the boys helping Deboral, who
in her later yecrs weas not able to be on her feet much,leborzh
rade the fomily clothes, 3She had a Iowe sewing machlne, vhich
she shared wilth the neilchbor women, who in turn helved her
cut out Zorments .

Ceorze itanding loved moetry, and had many favorites which he
re2d znd reclted., iHls soans followed him in the practice .
Terheng his boyhood days on the Sussex farm, and his long
w2lks with his Uncle John Chezl started him on his lifelons
interest in Nature. “herever he went he made a rarden. =Ze
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loved flowers, whieh he rrew in sreat sbundance around his

hovse and in doors. Jie wos fond of hils horses, and {zd them =0
well they crevw {ot and lazy .

“Men Jogleh IJtandin-, the youncest son, »lanned to be zcrried
to Frances iicholson (their weddin~ was 3rd, month 7, 13595 ),
it was declded to bulld 2 snall housge for Georre and Deborah
nearby, and leave the older house for the newlyweds., The four
roo= house wag bullt in 1897, Deborah wag able to enjoy thls
home for 2 few years before her vegsin~ in 1901, and Ceorre
continued to llve there until his deainr on ilzreh 14, 1912 ,
Robert and I¢ith Peckhecn added two more rooms in 191C , This i3
the house vhich 7oy ¥nichts have occunied in recent years.
soslch ond Fronces 3tanding. moved to the Tast in 1399, ALAfter
thelr narricrse in 1900, Alfred end Alice 3tanding moved into
the oricinal house .

Deborah 3Jtanding died oa Avril 16, 1901 ., Ceorge wrote of
her in his cutoblocravhy, "In the soring of 1901 ay beloved
nartner was called to her heavenly home. 3ince then, 2lthough
blesged with many blessings, @y Journey has been the valley

of much loneliness ; and althourh I cannot see the end, it
cannot he fzr off. I have the comiorting feelins that she 1s
8till my winlsterin: abrel, and that she 1s weilting to welcore
Te to the nore exalted 1life where sad nartincs come no nore "

feorze 2nd Deborah were fond of their ~randchildren, vho liked
to visit their homne =nd do errands for them. The neighbors
reavected the Standingce, and meny years aiter they were ~one
ganoke of them with czifiection .





